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son of a clergyman, he was born in New
Brunswick and became first of all a
schoolmaster and then a university
professor, though he is also a novelist
and historian. In the War of 1914-18
he enlisted as a private soldier, rising
to the rank of major, and he is best
known for such books as " The Forge
in the Forest," " Wisdom in the Wilder-
ness " and its sequel " They That Walk
in the Wild," and so on.

As an observer of wild life Sir Charles
writes with such a wealth of sheer
descriptive power that one cannot fail
to be thrilled as one reads and it is not
going too far to say that the animals in
his tales are so humanised that we at
once regard them as we should men and
women or boy and girl characters in a
novel.

Henry Williamson [born 1897].

Among those writers from Gilbert
White to Richard Jefferies who have
loved the English countryside and all
its creatures, Henry Williamson will

TARKA THE OTTER

This is a picture of Tarka, who figures in one of Henry Williamson's
earlier works. This otter is himself a prime favourite and the book itself
was re-written and revised many times before its creator was satisfied.

surely take a high place. His love of
Nature, combined with his poet's
imagination and his skill as a writer,
enables him to bring to all who will read
the charms of the moor and fen and
meadow and to follow him with adven-
tures over land and water of some
creature of the wilds as in " Tarka the
Otter."

Yet the actual writing of this book
was done under many handicaps. Wil-
liamson himself has told us in " Devon
Holiday " how he had difficulty in pay-
ing the small rent of his cottage in
Devon. His wife was ill and during the
day he did the housework and cooking
then carried on with his writing in the
kitchen " while the baby cried in the
crook of my left arm." Much of the
work was written after midnight and
after the writing came revision. Not
until he had completed the seventeenth
version of " Tarka " was he satisfied.

It was the magic of this book that
brought him fame in 1927 ; in the fol-
lowing year this story of Dartmoor and
Exmoor was
awarded the
Hawthornden
Prize for Litera-
ture. Most of
his earlier books
were written
around the
country of the
Two Rivers,
the Taw and
the Torridge in
Devon, but he
has also written
in recent years
a more practical
book," Story of a
Norfolk Farm/'
published in
1941. A few
years ago he
moved from his
beloved West
Country and
went to Nor-
folk.

Specially drawn, for this work.